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11T Delhi
bars net
surfing at
night

NAVEED IQBAL
MNEW DELHIL JULY 25

JSBURNING the midnight oil for
better academic results may be a
thing of the past at ITT, Delhias a
new dictum bars them from ac-
cessing the internet in the hostels
from midnight Monday, the start
of a new session.

While students said the reason
given to them by the administra-
tion was that there was a feeling
that academics took a hit due to
excess internet surfing, gaming
and movie viewing into the wee
hours, some asserted the late
night access to the world wide
web was the best time to research
for projects.

- According to the new rule, ITI-
I> has decided that starting from
the current academic session, in-
terncet facility will not be available
in the hostels between 12 pm and
6 am.

“The reason provided to us

-~ was that students watch movwvies
or play games online and then do
not report for classes on time.
They also said that even if stu-
dents reach do not on time, they
do not concentrate onwhat is be-
ing taught in class,” said a final
semester student.

But ITI'T administration said
that there have been many in-
stances wherein students them-
selves said that they could not
concentrate on studies because
of unlimited internet access.

“Students do not realise that
because of the internet their aca-
demics suffer,” IDecan undergrad-
uate studies, Santanu Chaudhury
told newsline.

A student said, “ Someday they
will shiut the libraries early saying
students waste time in them?™.
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‘For those who ‘must’ be groomed

A course aims to help SC, ST graduates find theirfeet and correct a communlty s ‘collective disadvantages’

SHAJU PHILIP
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM, JUL 25

IN AUGUST 2009, the Supreme
Court asked IIT-Delhi to provide
SC/ST students with additional
coaching facilities so that they
could do better. Six Dalit students
had been expelled from IIT-Delhi
after performing poorly; Justice P.
Sathasivam said that students of
these communities, socially and
economically backward, need to be
taken care of even in specialised in-
stitutions such as ITTs and TIMs.

The quest for an exclusive
grooming programme eventually
took representatives of IITs and
NITs to CREST, the Centre for Re-
search and Education for Social
Transformation in Kozhikode,
which since 2002 had already been
working with hundreds of SC and
ST youths, mostly graduates from
professional courses.

CREST was recently criticised
after launching a programme at
HT-Delhi, with some stullents ac-
cusing the programme of discrimi-
nating between SC/ST and other
students. The programme at [IT-
Delhi was later opened to all stu-
dents, but CREST authorities in-
sist that some students do need to
be given special care,

CREST director D D Nam-
boothiri said that social develop-
ment programmes are a must to
bring students from a disadvan-

taged background into the main-

A theatre session, aimed at improving communication skills.

stream, Faculties in higher learning
centres fail to understand the reali-
ties“at the grassroots, Nam-
boothririsaid. -

“The prevailing social exclu-
sion prevents these students from
taking up “challenges in the
changed social and economic sce-
nario. We are correcting the col-
lective disadvantages faced by

Dalit and marginalised communi-
ties,” said Namboothiri,

The selection interview at
CREST, therefore, gives prefer-
ence to those from socially weak
backgrounds. Records show that
the parents of 52 per cent of those
entolled have had only a high
school education, and those of
many others are illiterate.

EXPRESS PHOTO

Called self-enrichment, the ori-
entation programme comprises
motivational and confidence-
building courses. CREST has also
started a programme for selected
SC/ST students of engineering col-
leges in Kerala. CREST associate
programme co-ordinator T Y
Vinod Krishnan said thousands of
SC/ST students get admission to

reserved B Tech seats but only a
few hundred get through.

Today, of the 500-0dd students
and graduates groomed by CREST
so far, 8 per cent have bagged jobs
in the private sector, including IT
and ITES, and 18 per cent in PSUs,
while 17 per cent have gone for
higher studies.

Vinod Jayanandan, who now
works as a manager with KPMG
in Bangalore, said the course at
CREST changed his life, “After
an engineering course, L had been
struggling for lack of social capi-
tal, communication skills and
confidence. An intervention of
this sort can make a remarkable
difference.”

About alleged discrimination,
he said, “Even bright students from
the marginalised sections face dis-
crimination in college. There are
several occasions that reveal a stu-
dent’s ST/ST tag. Hence, there is
no logic that a self-enrichment pro-
gramme will make things worse.”

A brainchild of IIM-
Kozhikode, CREST started as a
centre of excellence in 2002 and
was later transformed into an au-

' tonomous body. The course is of

five months. In the 40-strong cur-
rent batch, 20 are B Tech
graduates.

CREST has also signed an
agreement with NIT in Suratkal
(Karnataka) for conducting orien-
tation programmes for SC/ST
students.
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Dengue: MCD fastens its belt

HT Correspondent

& hireporters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHE The Municipal
Corporation of Delhi (MCD) has
found high Aedes mosquito
breeding in many government
and private institutions. To keep
a check on this, it will launch a
special checking and prosecu-
tion drive from next week.
MCD commissioner KS Mehra
said mosguitoes were found ram-
pantly breeding in 23,593 prem-
ises, while 30,693 persons were
served legal notices and 1466 per-
sons fined. “Delhi is experienc-
ingr intermittent rains as a resull
of which breeding sites of Aedes
mosquito have increased.
Central Cross Checking
Teams of MCD, National
Institute of Malaria Research
and National Vector-Borne
Disease Control Programme

MOSQUITO BREEDING

1,43,85,579 isthe
number of MCD visits in houses
to check ‘domestic breeding

23,593 is the number of

houses found positive for breeding

30,693 is the number of

legal notices issued for
mosquitogenic condition

1,466 is the number of
prosecutions

have reported high Aedes mos-
quito breeding indices from var-
ious institutions such as [T
Campus, NIHFW, JNU Campus,
police stations, offices and edu-
cational institutions besides areas
such as Netaji Nagar, Prithviraj
Road, Kusumpur Pahari huts,

Pratap Vihar Phase-11, Nithari
Villagee, JJ Colony Uttam Nagar,
Tulsi Ram colony, Nangal Raya,
Indra Park, Mangolpuri Phase-
I, Sadar Bazar Delhi
Cantonment, Railway Colony
Punjabi Bagh, Raj Nagar and
Palam areas of Nazafgarh zone.

“MCD will launch a special
checking and prosecution drive
from next week. Persons and
institutions will be prosecuted
under Delhi  Municipal
Corporation (Malaria & other
Vector Borne Diseases) Bye-
laws, 1975, for creating mosqui-
togenic conditions and failure to
take specified preventive meas-
ures, if breeding is detected,”
gaid Mehra. Delhi has so far
reported 1 laboratory confirmed
cases of dengue, with one death.
A 55-vear-old man died of the
disease at New Delhi's Sir Ganga
Ram Hospital on July 9.
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IT'T-M, Sankara Nethralaya
develop mobile cataract unit

M Ramya | ran

Chennai: The Indian Insti
tute of Technology-Madras
and Sankara Nethralaya have
developed 2 moebile cataract
surgery unitthatcan travel to
remoteareas, Theideawasde
veloped in response {o the
need for better facilities inry-
ral areas.

Cataractisone of thelead-
ing causes of blindness in In-
dia accounting for around
half the reversible blindness
in the country The number of
cataract blind which was 7.75
million in 2001 is set to in-
ereasetn8.2omillion in2020 in
India Cataract can be treated
through surgervandartificial
lens implantation. The surgi-
cal procedure and technology
has evolved over the past dee-
ades and has reached a great
level of maturity relisbility
and safety However, accesst
bility remains a huge barrier

. chamber and

towards treating cataract.
Sankara Nethralaya doco-
tors said free eve camps were
insufficient as people unable
to leave family or work could
not come for screening, "Any
device wemakehastoaddress
nof just affordability but also

accessibility,” said assistant

professor atthedepartmentof
electrieal  engineering  of
M, Mohanasankar Shva-
prakasam,

The surgical unit consists
of twovehicles —one prepara-
tion vehicle consisting of pa-
Hent  preparation  setup,
changing room, and chemical
toiet, and one surgery vehicle

consisiing of the operating
sterilization
chamber Having two vehicles
mstead of one large vehicle
willenable thesurgery unitio
AcCeess rural areas.

These two vehicles traved

nected o the camp sife
through a refraciable vesti
hule for maovement of people
and eqguipment during the
camps, There are two addi-
tionalvehiclesforeveexamin-
ation and spectacle dispens-
ing and a utility vehicle to

iransport goods.

*We have been successful
in eradicating cataract blind-
ness in urban arens. My
dream is to have services
avatlableintribal areas. If the
prototype surmounts all the
challenges then this could be-
come a model in western In-
dia too,” said chairman emey-
itus of Sankara Nethralaya
DrSSBadrinath.



Page 7 of 12

Times of India ND 26/07/2011 P-13

New tormat tor CAT 2011

TIMES NEWS NETWORK

Bangalore: The Common Admission
Test (CAT), which holds the key tothe 13
ITMs and other major B-schools in the
country, has gone for a format makeov-
er. The test will be conducted between
October 22 and November 18, 2011.
Though the number of questions re-
mains the same, CAT 2011 will have two
sections instead of three, and an addi-
tional five minutes to tackle the test.

According to an official statement
released on Monday by Prometric, the
testing agency and IMs, CAT 2011 will
have only two sections —thefirst will fo-
cus on quantitative ability and data in-
terpretation and the second on verbal
ability and logical reasoning.

“These two sections will be imple-
mented sequentially with separate time
limits, The examination will be 140 min-
utes. Candidates will have 70 minutes to
answer 30 questions within each sec-
tion, which will have an on-screen

countdown timer. Once the time ends

for the first section, they will move to
the second and will no longer be able to
goback,” said the statement.

@ Three sections reduced to two

@ No option of golng back and forth
¢ Additional five minutes

| @ 30 min reduction In reporting time
¢ Three new locations

# 30 more outlets to sell vouchers

|

“This is a move to be student-friend-
Iy There are many students who lose
outonaseat as they would have failed to
perform in one of the sections,” said
prof Janakiraman Moorthy, convenor,
CAT 2011. An additional five minutes
havebeen added to the existing two-and-
half hours, This includes a 15minute
tutorial that will guide students
through the process.

Bhilai, Jammu and Dehradun have
been added to the existing 33 test loca-
tions. The number of testing days will
remain 20.

- Check-in time has been reduced by
half-an-hour from the previous two
hours. With this change, the afternoon
sessions will start at 3.15pm.
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[IMs to change
question pattern

of CAT exams

HT Correspondent

# [etters®hindustantimes.com

KOLKATA: In keeping with its goal
of having a mix of students from
all streams, the [TMs are chang-
ing the question pattern of the
CAT this year.

For the last three years, the
IIMs have been planning to have
students from all faculties for
its two-year post-graduate man-
agement diploma programme.,
The idea was to churn out man-
agers who would not only be
able to interpret mathematical
data but also have knowledge
of other subjects. This, the
authorities hoped, would give
them an ability to find solutions
that would be beneficial for
everyone across the board.

Now; instead of three sections
— quantitative ability, verbal
ability and data interpretation
& logical reasoning — there will
be two, Quantitative ability and
data interpretation will com-
prise one section. The second
will comprise logical reasoning
and verbal ability.

To get through, students will
have to score equally well in both
sections. Earlier, only the over-
all score was considered while
making the merit list.

More than 90% students who
crack CAT are engineers, who
do well in quantitative ability
and data interpretation, Putting
more emphasis on verbal abili-

Changing the format
of the CAT exam is
a standard practice.
This will help us get
students with

well-rounded knowledge.

DEVI SINGH
IIM Lucknow director

ty — grammar and compre-
hension — is expected to bring
in students from other streams.

“We want students who are
good at all four sections,” said
Janakiraman Moorthy, CAT '11
convenor and professor of mar-
keting at ITM, Calcutta.

In another first, the time for
answering each of the two sec-
tions will be limited.

The duration of the exam will
be 140 minutes. Candidates will
have 70 minutes to answer 30
questions in each section.
Prometric, the testing compa-
ny which began the comput-
erised test two years ago, will
introduce an on-screen count-
down timer. Once the time ends
for the first section, the second
section will open and there will
be no going back.

IIM Lucknow director Devi
Singh said: “Changing the for-
mat of the CAT exam is a stan-
dard practice. This will help us
get students with well-rounded
knowledge.”
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National data
bank to weed out
fake marksheets

TIMES NEV\B NETWORK

New Delhi: The HRD minis-
try on Monday unveiled a pi-
lot project to cleate a nation-
al database of academic
certificates issaued by school
boards and unwersities.

To begin wih, this year's
class XII resuks of the Cen.
tral Board & Secondary
Education(CB5E)andthere-
sults of the Ceatral Teacher
Eligibility Teg — to be an-
nounced on Tuwesday — have
been made part of the data-
base. The ministry has al-
ready finalizeda bill for the
creation of nutional data-
base, The bill would be intro-
duced in the monsoon ses-
sion of Parliament.

The Natioral Academy
Depository, tle body as-
signed to carryout the task,
would facilitate online veri-
fication of academic awards
issued by board; and univer-
sities, thereby itentifyingat-
tempts made touse fake and
forged acadenic certifi-
cates. Even students, who
have lost their certificates,
can access the ditabase any-
time and anywhere.

CBSE has inifiated the pi-
lot project, which has been
undertaken by (entral De-
pository Services and Na-
tional Securities Deposito-
ries — the pnly twa
depositories registered with
the 8ecurities anéExchange
Board of India.:The pilot
would be available free of
cost for the first three
months, and if found to be
workingsatisfactorily itmay
be implemented fa' a small
feetobedecided by CBSEand
the organization tlat would
like to verify certifrates,

“This will be anational
database for all icademic
qualification in dectronic
format. It would facilitate
online verification of aca-
demic awards, and therefore
we can identify which are

Med council puts
out +2 syllabus for
CET candidates

he Medical Council of India”

(MCI} has prepared and
uploaded an all new higher
secondary syllabus required to”
he followed by Class Xland Xl
studentstoappearforthe
Common Entrance Test (CET).
Come nextacademic session, -
students seekingto getintoa
medical school for an MBBS
degreewill have to appear for
the CET. The Union health
ministry and MClreached a

. consensus last week to roll gut

CET feradmissiontoall
government and private
medical colleges and deemed
universities for undergraduate
medical education. The new
syllabus of physics, chemistry
and biology, prepared by the
National Ceuncil of Educational
Researchand Training (NCERT),
will be on the MCl websitetill
August 11 for public comments.
According to MCl governing
body member Dr Purushottam
Lal, allmodalities will be
worked out, including printing
public advertisementsto
announce the CET, by
November. About 17 entrance
tests are being held across
India, whichis atedious
exercise foraspiringMBBS
students. Kounteya Sinha | T

fake and genuine degrees,”
HRD minister Kapil Sibal
said.

CBSE officials said ade-
quate safeguards have been
put in place to secure certifi-
cates against unauthorized
access, alteration, destruc-
tion, disclosure or manipula-
tion. CBSE would have ac-
cess to the certificate
database, and it would verify
and authenticate any specif-
ic academic qualification in
the database as and when a
request is made.
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Govt completes pilot project
for digital academic repository

By PrasHaNT K. NANDA
prashant.n@livemint.com

.........................

NEW DELHI

he government has moved

a step closer to creating a
national academic depository
that’s expected to help curb
forgery and make verifications
of education credentials easier
and quicker.

Human resource develop-
ment (HRD) minister Kapil
Sibal said on Monday a pilot to
assess the feasibility of this de-
pository has been completed.

The Central Board of Sec-
ondary Education (CBSE),
which carried out the pilot, has
digitized the education certifi-
cates of all the students who
cleared its class XII examina-
tion in 2011.

Certificates of  aspiring
teachers who have appeared
for the Central Teacher Eligi-
bility Test (C-TET) will also be
available in digital format. The
results will be declared on
Tuesday,

“This will help in curbing
forgery of education creden-
tials. The menace of fake cer-
tificates can be controlled
through this,” Sibal said, giv-
ing a lowdown on the process
of verifying digital certificates.

PRADEER GAUR/MINT

Digitization drive: Human resource
development minister Kapil Sibal,

The minister said the recent
instances of fake certificates
that plagued Delhi University
can be tackled easily through
this measure,

In June, Delhi University au-
thorities found that a number
of students had submitted fake
certificates while seeking ad-
missions under a certain quo-
ta.

The Central Depository
Services (India) Ltd and the
National Securities Depository
Ltd helped CBSE conduct the

- pilot. “It was done by both the

depositories with no initial

cost to the ministry. It will re-
main free for CBSE for next
three months; but after that it
has to pay certain fees,” Sibal
explained.

CBSE chairperson Vineet
Joshi said the depository will
make it easier for employers
and educational institutes to
verify the credentials of pro-
spective workers and students.

It will also help do away with
the fear of losing physical ces-
tificates.

According to CRP HR Servic-
es, a background screening
firm based in Mumbai, dis-
crepancies are found in 15% of
the education credentials sub-
mitted by aspiring job seekers.

“We are also moving a Bill
on this (the depository) in the
coming Parliament session
(that begins on 1 August),”
Sibal said.

Once the Bill is passed, it
will mandate digitizing all edu-
cational certificates of school
boards, colleges and universi-
ties.

“The depositories will be
soon deploying their own
agents. Anyone can appreach
them for digitizing, but these
agencies will first verify wheth-
er their certificates are original
or fake,” Joshi said.
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Too Much Land for Too
Few Students at B-Schools

In a budget-starved economy like India, it is surprising that campuses 40 times bigger
than Western institutions are churning out just a fraction of MBAs they can graduate

NIRMALYA KUMAR

Phanish Puranam, [ present-

ed the results of publications
by India-based faculty and institu-
tions in leading international man-
agement journals during 1991-2010.
The poor research productivity
demonstrated by the dataled several
Indian faculty members to provide
us feedback on the reasons for the
failure or, alternatively, why resear-

E arlierthis year, with Professor

ch inthese journals was notan app- -

ropriate pursuttfor Indian faculty

In a follow-up article, we argued
thatthelITsand HMs, whilegreatte-
aching institutions, were demons-
trating a pre-liberalisation mentali-
fy andnotaspiringto global thought
leadership. However, research pro-
duetivity could be enhanced atlead-
ing Indian academic institutions th-
roughenlightenedleadership, chan-
gingincentivesand capability enha-
neementsatthe institutions.

We are pleased o observe that sin-
ce the appearance of these articles,
some leading policymakers and bu-
siness leaders in India have picked
up on oty arguments and critiqued
the IIMs, noting that these instituti-
ons are great because of the talented
students they graduateasaresultof
‘selection’ effects. It is undoubtedly
truethatthenumerouslnminaryal
umnus of these institutions makes
them worldfamousand thecontinu-
ed successful placements show that
theseinstitutionsare producing stu-
dentsvalued by leadingfirms.

Twouldlike o provocatively argue
that even when it comes to produci-
ngstudents, the[IMs have failed Ind-
ia. Following best-practice classro-
om technique, my hope isfo genera-
te deep reflective discussion, rather
than offer definitiveconclusions.

Last year, L attended a presentation
at the London Business School by
three faculty members based at dift
ferent leading Indian academic in-
stitutions. The consensus among
them, which we agreed with, was
that India had a unigue competence
for frugal engineeringand innovati-
onfor the budget-constrained mass-
es. Yet, I got this creeping feeling of
irony Yes, India does have a reputa-
tion for frugal engineering; but do
the IIMs, or for that matter, the ITs
or JNU, display this?

Here we were on the London Busi-
ness School campus that is about
five acres, with another shared cla-
ssroom in Dubai, yet we graduated
over 1,000 degree students this year
and, combined with executive edu-
cation, generated about $113million
— £47 million and £27 million from
degree and executive education pro-
grammes respectively — in revenu-
es last year Another school that T
was on the faculty of, IMD in Swit
zerland, while having fewer degree
students because of itsexecutive ed-
ucation focus, generated $114 milli-
on— iImillionand86 million Swiss
Francs from degree and executive
education programmes respective-
ly — of revenues from a six-acre

campus. And neither school has an
endowment orreceives government
supportthatisinterestingenoughto
mention. And, they produce therev-
entes and students without sacrific-
ing quality since both these schools
arefrequently rankedamongthe fop
10 business schools of the world!

Compare this with the oldest [IMs
at Ahmedabad (100 acres), Calcutta
(135 acres) and Bangalore (100 acr-
es), or the more-recently-establish-
ed Lucknow (185 acres), Kozhikode
(97 acres), Indore (193 acres) and
Shillong (120 acres), which, if Wiki-
pedia numbers are to be believed,
graduate a combined total of 2,750
MBAs. I would have liked {o present
the revenue numbers, but they were
noteasilyavatlable Inany case, Iean
makemy provoeation withoutthem.

As new IIMs are being planned
with thesamebusinessmodel—sm-
all numbers of MBA graduates, lar-
ge sprawling 200-acre campuses, no
research of international quality —
it is Important to ask: whether ina
budget-constrained emerging econ-
omy like India, isthis the best use of
limited resources, especially Iand?
And are these IIMs uip to the task of
graduating the hundredsof thousa-
ndsof managersneeded annually to
feed the country’s growth? Perhaps
individual IIMs should be graduat-
ing 10,000 MBA and EMBA students
annually with their 100-acre-plus
campuses. ltstillwouldnotbefrugal
engineering @ lz London Business
School (five acres and 1,000 degree
students), but at least it would be a
step inthe right direction.

By this stage of the article, I can
imagine the howls from IIMs of how
Tjust don't get it. The Hmitations of
resourcesthey face. Or, thai they are
frugal if you compare theirfeescom-

pared to the foreign institutions.
And, howthey have to provide facul-
ty and studenthousingthatconsum-
esland. But seriously, resources are
anon-issue. Idonotknow theprevai-
lingland prices in these cities, butif
they competitively sold half their
acreage, their campuses would still
be 1020 times the size of a London

BusinessSchoolor IMD campus.
There are many reasons for thelow
productivity of land usage by the
IIMs. T will hypothesise only a few
First, the original model was set up
atatime whenIndiacouldonly abso-
rb afew MBAs. Today, we need them
to produce at least 1,00,000 MBAs per
year. I believe that

= the existing and pl-
Htheschools annedIIM campus-
competitively osmake thisentire-
soidhalftheir 1y feasible. Faculty
acreage, their  constraints, which
campuses are real, can be eas-
would stillbe  ily overcome by re-
10-20 times moving the restric-
thesizeof tion on hiringforel-
anlBSor gnfaculty If foreign
MD campus pilots can fly planes

in the Indian dom-
estic sector, Fam sureforeign faculty
can teach at Indian academic insti-
tutions without any mortal danger
tothecountry
Second, theleadershipand the cou-
niry is too caught up in the game of
{ryingto compete on which IIM has
the Jowest acceptance rate — appli-
cations-to-student ratio — rather
than on expanding thestudent base.
Fee-based schools know larger stu-
dent bases lead to greater revenues
and a more influential alumni net-
work. Another institution I taught
at, Harvard Business School, had an
incoming MBA class of 900 and no
one doubtstheirquality! Thereisno

ARINDAM
definitive data that T have seen that
demonstrates thatacademicachiev-
ement in MBA programme is stron-
aly correlated to the success affer gr-
aduation. The links between gra-
de-point average and future success
aretenuousat best, and thisdoesnot
include the college dropouts of Mi-
chael Dell, Bill Gates or Sieve Jobs!
Tome, itseemsthat weneed tobreak
the prevailing belief that quality
and sizeof the studentbody are neg-
atively correlated, especially at the
small numbersof studentsihatexist
at1IMs. ThelIMs could triple or gua-
druple theirsize tomorrowmorning
with noloss in ‘quality’ of students.
Unfortunately, publicly-fumded ins-
titutions worldwide take the view of
how muchmoney arewegettingthis
vear, what does it cost per person
served and, therefore, we can serve
only so many. The profit mentality
leads to the thinking that we charge
so muich per person served, so, the
more people we serve, the more res-
ources we will have to grow and bui-
1d. Business schools, by definition,
should haveaprofitmindset.

Third, my friends who are in the
know in India tell me that there isa
land-grabgoing on inthe country in
which everyone from corporates to
NGOs are participating, so why not
thellMs. Oneindicatorof powerand
prestige in India is the size of the
house or campus and theland that it
sits upon. Not surprisingly it wasso
much easier for me fo obtainthe ac-
reageof the individual IIM campus-
esfromthe Internet, than their reve-
nues. Butlandisascarce resourcein
acountry of billion-plus people, itis
ourduty to use itfrugally
(Theauthor is professor of marketing
endco-direcior of Aditya Birla India
Centreatthe London Business School)
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PhD, MBA
youths apply
for peon’s job

Udaipur: When the Mohan
Lal Sukhadia University in
Udalpur invited applica-
fioms for the post of 15 pe-
ons, 3,440 people responded.
One had a PhD and another
a MBA degree.

The university about
400km from Jaipur. con-
ducted the interviews from
Julv2atill 24,

Anothercandidatewasa
masters of computer appli-
cafions and vet another a
masters of library science.
There was a postgraduate
too. Anyvone who had passad
Class VIII was eligible for
the post, provided he or she
had a fair knowledgeof Hin-
di and English. The basic
salary? Rs 4,700, to go up
eventually to Rs 7,440,

One of the highly-edu-
cated candidates explained,
onthecondition of anonym-
1ty why he was so desperate
for the job. “After complet-
ing my MBA from a private
nstitute, I am finding 1t dif-
ficult to get a job. 8o 1 ap-
plied here for the post of pe-
on.” hesaid.

“Thave not disclosed this
to my parents because they
will be shocked. T will tell
themonce I get the job.” wws



